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(54) ANTI-PIGMENTATION AGENT, AND SKIN COSMETIC AND PREPARATION FOR 
EXTERNAL USE FOR SKIN 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an anti- 
pigmentation agent excellent in stability, safety, 
melanogenesis-suppressive action, etc., by including 
wogonin as an active ingredient. 

SOLUTION: This anti-pigmentation agent has tyrosinase 
inhibitory action, dendrite formation suppressive action 
and melanogenesis-suppressive action, and is obtained 
by including wogonin expressed by the formula as an 
active ingredient, as necessary, in combination with a 
carrier (e.g. alcohol, etc.). The wogonin is a flavonol 
contained in a herbal medicine, Scutellariae Radix and 
obtained, e.g. by subjecting the herbal medicine 
Scutellariae Radix to extraction with an organic solvent, 
removing solid materials for the extract by filtration or 
centrifugation, and purifying the resultant extract by 
means of chromatography, etc. To obtain the skin 
cosmetic and the preparation for external use for skin, 
each incorporated with the anti-pigmentation agent and 
having skin-whitening action, the agent is preferably 
included at 0.0001-50 wt.% in terms of wogonin. 
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